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Introduction to Michigan 
Michigan Law Provenance: A Great Law School Embedded in a 
Great U niversity 
The University of 1ichigan ,  founded in 1 8 1 7, celebrates a long and d istinguished h istory. 
It was i n  1 78 7  that the l orthwest Territorial Ordinance provided publ ic land for this and other 
M idwestern universities and establ ished a tradition of respect for excel lence in higher education. 
Three Native American nations-the Ojibwa (Chippewa), Odawa (Ottawa), and Boclewacl in i  
( Potawatomi)-subsequently granted certain  lands for use by the U niversity of Michigan, and 
by the end of the 1 9th century, Michigan was the largest and most generously supported publ ic 
university i n  America and already a leader in graduate education. 
The Un iversity of Michigan Law School,  one of the oldest law schools in  the nation, 
was founded in  1 859. But un l ike other h igh ly selective law schools established in  that era, 
admission was never restricted to the privileged. When Gabriel Hargo graduated from the Law 
School in 1 870, Michigan-then the largest law school in the count1y-became the second 
American university to confer a law degree on an African American . That same year, Mich igan 
was t he first major law school to admit a woman, and in 187 1 ,  graduate Sarah Ki l lgore became 
the first woman with a law degree in the nation to be admitted to the bar; by 1 890, 30 years 
prior to the passage of the 1 9th Amendment, Michigan had graduated more women than any 
other law school in the nation. That commitment to access and diversity joined an equal ly 
powerful commitment to excellence that continues to this clay. 
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Michigan LawToday: Excellence, Engagement, Impact 
Becom ing a M ich igan Law student not only grants access to the intellectua l vibrance and 
col legial ity of faculty and talented fel low students, but provides opportunit ies to benefit from one 
of higher education's most dynamic intellectual, cultura l ,  and social  environments. One of only four 
universities in the country to have almost I 00 top- I 0-ranked graduate programs, the Un iversity 
of Michigan has extraordinary depart ments i n  the socia l  sciences and humanit ies; schools of law, 
engineering, business, medicine, education, i n formation,  natural resources, public health ,  publ ic  
policy, and social work; and specia l ized research institutes and centers of study. As a result ,  law 
students at the University of Michigan become part of a rich community of scholars and col leagues 
and a mi l ieu that encourages looking at law in its very broadest social context. 
The Law School i tself enjoys a national and in ternational reputat ion for academic 
excellence. Our curriculum is both broad and in novat ive, as reflected by our being the first top 
law school to require a course in  Transnational Law, preparing students for an era of global 
interconnectedness; a leader in  design ing the most extensive first-year legal research and writing 
course among top schools, taught exclusively by faculty with broad legal practice experience; and, 
beginning in  the 20 l 3- 1 4  academic year, one of the few schools to recognize the modern pri macy 
of legislatures and agencies as lawmaking institutions by requiring Legis lation and Regulation in 
the IL year. l n addition to rigorous professional training that melds theory and practice, the Law 
School provides students with the opportunity for reflection about many of our most fundamental 
and urgent public quest ions and encourages students' engagement in  both debate and advocacy. 
One unusual forum is the mini-sem inar, in which informal classes meet in professors' homes to 
focus on topics such as The Law of M iddle Earth; Corporate Democracy and Pol i t ical  Speech; 
and Col lective Bargain ing in Sports. 
It is Michigan's phi losophy t hat independence and diversity of t hought form the most solid 
i ntellectual and ethical  basis for our students' careers. Consequent ly, the proper education for 
a lawyer not only faci l i tates the acquisi t ion of a set of professional techniques, but encourages 
students to make the most of t heir individual capaci ties to lead ful l  l ives in the law or their chosen 
career. To that end, the school manifests and encourages a broadly in ternational and unusual ly 
interdisc ipl inary approach to law, offers a variety of approaches to legal education, and expects 
students to take ful l  advantage of the Law School's remarkable fac i lities, faculty, and curriculum. 
The consequences of such an approach can be measured by the number and excel lence of the 
firms and organizations recruit ing our students, by our bar passage statist ics national ly, by the 
kinds of posit ions offered to our students (from major clerksh ips and publ ic-setvice roles to 
associate pos i t ions at prestigious private firms), by their unusually h igh employment success 
out of law school, and not least, by the notable achievements of our more than 20,000-strong 
alumni body worldwide. 
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Studying at Michigan 
The FirstYear: Rigorous, Stimulating, Collegial 
The courses you're required to take during the first year of law school at Mic higan­
Property, Contracts, Torts, Criminal Law, Civil Procedure, Legislation and Regulation, and Legal 
Practice-provide the essential foundation for the study and practice of law. In these courses, 
taught almost exclusively by our tenured and tenure-track faculty, you'll begin to develop a deep 
critical skepticism and the abi l i ty to assess a problem from multiple perspectives. Professors use 
the Socratic method, or variations thereof, to engage and c hal lenge you to think critically and 
creatively about the issue at hand. By the encl of the first year, you and your classmates wi l l  
have internalized what w e  call "sympathetic engagement with counterargument": t h e  ability 
to formulate an argument and then explore and understand the best arguments against it. 
Also during the first year, students have the option of taking a two-credit academic elect ive. 
One popular choice is to enrol l  in a seminar al lowing more in-depth exposure to a topic. This 
presents a valuable opportunity for concentrated study i n  a small setting, allowing for more 
extensive discussions and intensive writing t han in most first-year courses. 
Legal Practice Program: An Immediate Engagement in Developing Professional Skills 
Michigan's Legal Practice Program 
provides each first-year student with 
individualized instruction in legal 
research, analysis, writing, and other 
ski l ls necessary for the practice of law 
Class size is fewer than 25 students. 
Students receive intensive interactive 
training from one of 10 full-time 
Legal Practice professors, each with 
substantial practice experience and 
expertise in the craft of legal writing. 
Legal Practice professors critique and 
grade students' assignments and hold 
individual conferences to discuss a 
student's work and progress in the 
course. Second- and third-year students 
serve as assistants for the professors 
and mentors for the students. 
During the first semester, students 
consider what it means to be a lawyer 
in the role of counselor rather than 
in the role of advocate. They prepare 
several writing assignments, present 
written analyses of legal problems, and 
learn how to conduct legal research. 
During the second semester, the focus 
shifts to an advocacy perspective. 
Students draft briefs for pretrial 
and trial motions and present oral 
arguments to a judge or panel of 
judges. In addition to instruction in 
oral advocacy, students receive 
instruction in other practice ski l ls, such 
as contract drafting and negotiation. 
This comprehensive approach gives 
students excellent preparation for 
success in their first summer jobs and 
beyond. For those with specialized 
writing interests, Michigan also 
offers several upper-level drafting 
and practicum courses, including 
Transactional Drafting, Patent Litigation, 
Entrepreneurial Business, Securities 
Regulation, Bankruptcy, Negotiation, 
and Appellate Practice. 
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Summer Start: Unique Alternative, Intriguing Options 
1\11 ich igan is rare among top schools in having one-quarter of the entering class begin i n  
the summer. Enormously valued b y  those who have experienced it, for more than a centu1y the 
summer start has offered several dist inct advantages over the more typical fal l  start and presents 
a special  appeal for students planning to begin law school after postcollege employment. 
Even at  a school as renowned for its col legiality as M ichigan Law, i t  is not unusual that 
the combination of unfamil iar material ,  energetic faculty, and a first-rate group of fellow students 
can create a certain amount of stress in the first semester-to which the sum mer start provides 
a bit of an ant idote. The courseload is  l ighter (two doctrinal c lasses rather than three, along with 
Legal Practice),  enabl i ng a "ramping up" into the ometimes intense work of law school; remain ing 
required coursework is spread over the next two semesters, so t hat there is no concomitant 
heavier courseload later. And because the 90 or so summer starters are t he sole law students in 
residence when they begin, they quic kly form particularly c lose bonds; the beautiful Law Quad 
is sun-drenched and peaceful ,  invit ing study and conversation (and Frisbee) beneath the trees. 
Everyone-faculty and administrators included-feels the sense of ease that pervades the sum mer 
months ,  with t he result of enhanced access ib i l i ty: students can feel relaxed about spending the 
t ime to address whatever questions arise. 
Another advantage is  i ncreased scheduling Aexi b i l ity, with the potential for beginning 
the pract ice of law a half year earlier than would otherwise be possible. That is ,  because they 
begin their law school education in June, mo t sum mer starters complete their s ixth semester in  
December, effect ively accelerating their legal education to al low them to graduate a ful l semester 
ahead of the typical May date. And at M ic h igan ,  th is acceleration is achieved without the necessity 
of sacrific ing the crucial  career opportunities of two summers in which to pursue legal work 
(as opposed to having long-term employment prospects turn on a s ingle summer, as is  required 
by t he s im i lar ''two-year" programs recently insti tuted at a few other law schools) .  But whi le 
graduating early is  the most frequent choice, summer starters also have the option of taking a 
semester off during law school and graduat ing with the rest of their c lass in May of t heir third 
year. Sti l l  others choose to attend an additional semester and graduate in  May in  order to pursue 
a dual degree or complete addit ional law coursework. 
The C ity of Ann Arbor itself offers a strong at tract ion during the sum mer months. The 
combination of beautiful weather and the absence of a sign ificant port ion of the school-year 
residents means that  one has many opportun it ies in which to enjoy plent iful parks and recreational 
activities, as wel l  as uncrowded cafes, restaurants, and enterta inment venues. 
kind of education 
Michigan offers really 
teac es you the law, and how 
arguments, and liow 
to understand weaknesses in 
arguments. It doesn't matte� 
what courses you're taking 
Michigan: you will learn 
the most importa1 t part of a 
•I • I 
my f)rofessors incredibly gifted 
and smart, with great 1rnbl1shed 
all the best journals, 
the background tllat they have I had thought that I 
understand it. And then, 
what's different at Michigan 
is that because of the unique 
dynamics of the Law School and 
Ann Arbor itself, the faculty is 
entirely focused on the students. 
students get everv 
benefit of the oi:iportunities that 
are affo1 ded by having a faculty 
with the intellectual fireP.owe� 
that this one has 
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Living at Michigan 
Y our Life as a Michigan Law Student: A Close Community of Scholars 
and Practitioners 
The social and in tellectual c l imate of the Law School reflects not just i ts facu l ty but i ts student 
body: bright, diverse, interesting, in tellectually engaged (and engaging) men and women from 4 7 
states; Washington, D.C. ; Puerto Rico; Guam; the Virgin Islands; and a lmost 20 foreign countries. 
They represent about 80 undergraduate majors from almost 280 institutions. About one-fifth hold 
degrees in science, engineering, or math. More than two-thirds of entering students are a year or 
more removed from undergraduate work. Ten to 15 percent typically come to us with an advanced 
degree. Women compose 46 percent of our popu lation and students of color make up 23 percent. 
Student interests and talents are expressed in an array of extracurricular activities that thrive 
despite the demands of legal study. More than 60 student groups are organized around specific i nter­
est areas within the law, as well as academic and social support groups defined by religion, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, age, gender, and professional or personal interests. Many students participate i n  
community service, o r  perform pro bono work b y  part ic ipating i n  our voluntary Pro Bono Init iat ive; 
others are active in student government at both the Law School and University levels. Many students 
take advantage of opportunit ies to test and develop their professional ski l l s  outside of the classroom 
through moot court and cl ient-counsel ing competit ions. About 450 students-more than half of our 
second- and third-years-serve on the editorial staffs of the school's six scholarly journals, and more 
wi l l  serve on two new journals that obtained provisional status in the 20 1 1 - 1 2 academic year. 
Thus, i n  addition to the general Law Review, students can explore scholarly work i n  legal reform ,  
international law, gender studies, race, technology, environmentalism, a n d  entrepreneurship. 
Student-organized conferences and symposia on cut t ing-edge topics further enhance 
academic l ife a t  Mich igan Law. Recent symposia topics inc lude crim inal defense, human 
trafficking, ch i ld advocacy, urban renewal ,  affirmative action and voter in i t iatives, law and 
economics of the pharmaceutical industry, and green technology as a means of economic 
revita l ization. Further, M ich igan's workshops bring prominent legal scholars to t he Law School 
to  present papers, debate faculty, and discuss pos i t ions with our students on a variety of topics; 
examples of subjects covered in the c urrent academic year inc lude law and econom ics, 




Ann Arbor: Much More than a "College Town" 
Located i n  southeastern Michigan, Ann Arbor is a remarkably sophisticated city of 
about 1 1 4 ,000 residents, one-third of whom are college or graduate students. It is home to 
world-class research faci l ities; alternative energy, nanotechnology, health care, and info tech 
start-ups; su ta inable food entrepreneurs; and long-establ ished corporations ranging from Google 
to Weather Underground, Toyota Technical  Center to Car and Driver Maga=ine, and Domino's 
Pizza to Zingerman's Del i .  
At A n n  Arbor's heart is the University of M ic higan, which draws individuals from a ll over the 
world to teach, attend c lass, work, and make their homes here. The resulting range of perspectives 
contributes to the c ity's reputat ion as a major educational, cu ltural, social, and athletic center. 
Ann Arbor is a city of contrasts. It features retail boutiques and a major shopping mal l ;  
national chains alongside local  art galleries; historic homes along brick-paved boulevards as 
wel l  as c utting-edge architecture; a vibrant downtown and beautiful tree-l ined streets. T here 
are over 1 40 parks within city l imits, b ike paths a long most major streets, and a variety of 
recreational faci l ities. l umerous national and international figures come to Ann Arbor for lectures, 
presentations, shows, dance performances, and concerts-the c ity, in fact, has earned a national 
reputation for excellence in  the performing arts. Students can see Broadway touring compan ies 
or avant-garde drama; attend Un iversity Musical  Society performances featuring world-renowned 
symphony orchestras, ensembles, and c horal societies; and frequent local c lubs and concert hal ls  
featu ring jazz, h ip-hop, techno, c lassical, indie, alternative, folk, zydeco, and other musical genres. 
Two i ndependent movie theaters are withi n  easy walking distance of the Law Quad and they, a long 
with nearby m u ltiplexes, offer art fi lms, festival winners, c ult c inema, and c lassics, not to mention 
first-run traditional movie theater fare . Cu l inary whims are easi ly satisfied by an array of cafes, 
bistros, restaurants, and pubs on the one hand, and on the other, outsta nding artisanal , ethn ic, 
regional, and gourmet food, wine, and microbrew selections at farmers' markets, specialty stores, 
and m ultiple national and regional groceries. And few areas of the country can rival the range of 
col lege and professional sports events avai lable for spectators. Such richness of arts, cu lture, and 
entertainment offeri ngs is  hardly typical  of a smal l  c ity, but it is  an integral part of what makes 
Ann Arbor vital and attractive. 
Unlike many other universities, the University of M ich igan is  comp letely absorbed into the 
city. The heart of downtown is with in  a few blocks of the Law Quadrangle. The Law School's dedi­
cated housing, the Lawyers Club, wi l l  be freshly renovated for the 2013- 1 4  academic year, and 
other U niversity housing is readi ly accessib le in  graduate dorm itories and apartment complexes for 
individuals or fami l ies. Private housing is plentifu l  in apartments, cooperatives, condos, and houses 
near campus. Detroit Metropol itan Airport, a major h ub, i s  30 minutes away by car. Detroit is  less 
than 50 m i les to the east, while Chicago and Toronto are just a few hours away. Train  and bus 
stations are conveniently located i n  downtown Ann Arbor. 
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Internati onalism: Engagement on a Global Scale 
Michigan Law's in ternational ism is reAected i n  its leadership i n  publ ic and private in ternational 
law, comparative law, and i n  the global perspective that the faculty bring to their teaching and scholarship 
regardless of their fields of specializat ion.  
In this era of global i nterconnectedness, virtually every area of the law i s  being i n ternationalized. 
Evety lawyer needs to understand the structure and meaning of th is  dramatic transformation of the 
global legal order, and needs to develop an understanding of the transnational legal issues that  wi l l  
inevitably arise i n  pract ice. As  the  first top law school to require Transnational Law, Michigan ensures 
that its students explore the foundations of publ ic  and private i nternational law and t he Auidity of the 
tradit iona l  boundaries between these areas. Transnational Law serves as the basic course on which 
further, more special ized courses bui ld, and students benefit from our curriculum's dazzling breadth of 
i n ternational subjects, such as i n ternat ional trade, tax, environmental, asylum and refugee, and human 
rights law. Students also learn from a faculty whose legal expert ise covers t he world's major economies 
outside the U n i ted States: China,  India, Japan ,  and the European Union .  And in addit ion to its rich 
doctrinal curriculum, M ichigan offers two c l in ics  i nvohring cross-border issues: Human Trafficking and 
International Transactions. F ina l ly, students may receive one semester of credit either through study 
abroad at foreign law schools or through externship opportunities. Mich igan offers winter externship 
programs with law reform agencies in South Africa, and in Geneva with lead ing UN agenc ies and 
i nternational NGOs; students often arrange i ndependen t  placements, as wel l .  
Beyond curricular offerings, a great variety of symposia ,  speakers, workshops, pro bono projects ,  
externsh ips, and student organization activities reAects a strong institutional commitment to  global  affairs, 
much of it coming under the aegis of the Center for International and Comparative Law. Recent topics are 
as varied as: successes and failures of human trafficking law; the impact of journalists and lawyers on legal 
reform i n  China; nation-building in South Sudan; i nternational financial  architecture; and corporate 
governance in transitional economics. Participation of eminent lawyers, public figures, and government officials 
from across the globe in c lasses, conferences, and workshops greatly enriches the student experience. 
Michigan also offers a variety of opportunities for noncredi t  i n ternational experience, many 
funded by the Law School. Michigan places students in internships with NGOs in Cambodia, with 
leading refugee law agencies around the world, and with the AIRE Centre, a human-rights organizat ion 
in London. Law School funding al lows students and recent graduates to pursue a variety of student­
i n it ia ted international opportuni t ies, such as i nternships at the International Lesbian and Gay Association 
i n  Belgium, the International Finance Corporation i n  Turkey, and U NESCO'S Worl d  Heritage Center 
i n  Paris .  Finally, with Mich igan's support, students have regularly served as clerks at the European 
Court of Justice, the International Court of Justice, and other judicial  inst i tutions overseas. 
Dual Degree Programs 
(For a brochure about dual degrees, please contact the Admissions Office.) 
Law and Economics 
JD/PhD 
Law and Business Administration 
JD/MBA 
Law and Chinese Studies JD/MA 
Law and Information JD/MSI 
Law and Japanese 
Studies JD/MA 
Law and Modern Middle Eastern 
& North African Studies JD/AM 
Law and Natural 
Resources JD/MS 
Law and Public Health JD/MHSA 
or MPH 
Law and Public Policy JD/MPP 
Law and Russian, & East European, 
& Eurasian Studies JD/MA 
Law and Social Work JD/MSW 
Law and Urban & Regional Planning 
JD/MUP 
Law and World Politics JD/MA 
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Opportunities at Michigan 
Faculty and Curriculum: Excellence in Traditional Doctrine and Cutting­
Edge Interdisciplinary Scholarship 
It is axiomatic that the overal l  cal iber of individual curricular areas and faculty at any 
high ly select ive law school is  at least very good. As one would expect, M ichigan Law faculty 
are leaders in  articulation and expansion of traditional legal doctrine, producing the nat ion's 
preeminent treatises in evidence, commercia l  law, property, securities regulation, and cr iminal  
procedure. The school's faculty and curricular strength in areas such as business and corporate 
law, in ternational law, intellectual property, environmental law, tax law, const itutional law, and 
publ ic interest are also especial ly notewort hy. And with more than 40 practicums and other 
nuts-and-bol ts  advanced courses in  both l itigation and transact ional work, our faculty concentrates 
as much on ski l l s  as on theo1y. 
Beyond a shared standard of excellence at top schools are dist inct d ifferences i n  emphasis 
and approach, of which one notable example is  M ic higan's leadership in interdiscipl ina1y legal 
scholarship. The in terdisciplinary approach is grounded in the conviction that t he capaci ty to 
connect t he work of one i n tellectual field to another has both intrinsic academic merit and 
pragmatic value. Whether our graduates pursue legal pract ice or academia, or apply their legal 
tra in ing to another field, they benefit from having been trained to approach problems from 
multiple perspectives and to devise solut ions that draw upon the contributions of many fields. 
A corporate lawyer who is  wholly unfami l iar with business tra in ing, or an environmental lawyer 
with no foundation in natural resources, are lawyers who are not able to navigate as effect ively 
as are lawyers who have received the tra in ing ava i lable at Mich igan. That our students recognize 
these benefits is reflected in t he significant percentage who pursue dual-degree programs, as wel l  
as t he large number who apply up to 1 2  credits from nonlaw graduate coursework toward t heir J D. 
And while other law schools typical ly focus on a s ingle in terdisciplinary field, Michigan's presence 
at the forefront of th is  movement means that our faculty expertise covers an extraordinary range 
of subjects, includ i ng c lassics, economics,  feminist theory, h isto1y, l i fe sciences, natural resources, 
phi losophy, pol i t ical  t heory, and publ ic  policy. We offer depth as well, whether measured by t he 
number of professors who are also voting faculty members of a world-class department in a nother 
discipl ine, or t he number with Ph Os in  cognate discipl ines, or the number who are Fellows of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
Centers and Programs 
Center for International and 
Comparative Law 
Empirical Legal Studies Center 
Program in Law and Economics 
Program in  Law. Economics, and 
Technology 
Program on Children and the Law 
Program in Refugee and 
Asylum Law 
Environmental Law and Policy 
Program 
European Legal Studies Program 
Japanese Legal Studies Program 
Chinese Legal Studies Program 
Program in Race. Law. and H istory 
Semester Study Abroad 
Opportunities 
Amsterdam Law School 
University College London 
The European University Institute (Florence) 
Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies ( IHEID) (Geneva) 
The Katholieke University (Leuven) 
The Bucerius Law School (Hamburg) 
Waseda University Law School (Tokyo) 
Externsh i ps/lnternsh i ps 
Program for Cambodian Law and 
Development 
Geneva Externship Program 
(16 partner institutions) 
South Africa Externship Program 
AIRE Centre Internship 
Program in Refugee and Asylum Law 
(6 partner institutions) 
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Law Clinics: Hands-on Lawyering from the Outset 
For over three decades, Michigan Law has offered clinical programs that allow students to 
provide direct representation to cl ients under the supervision of experienced, full-time faculty, 
and our clinics have long been recognized as among the best in the country. The need to provide 
comprehensive clinical train ing has only increased over t ime; there is a clear consensus among legal 
employers today that law schools need to produce graduates who are well trained in tangible legal 
skil ls and who are ready to meaningful ly participate in legal practice. Importantly, our program is 
virtually unparalleled among top schools in allowing second-year students to appear in court, enabling 
the truly dedicated future practitioner to acquire up to two full years of expertise in client counsel ing, 
negotiation and mediation, legal writing, and trial preparation and advocacy prior to graduation. 
As with our doctrinal classes, our cl inical programs are infused with the Law School's 
interdisciplinary emphasis. The Chi l d  Advocacy Law Clinic i ncorporates the work of psychologists 
and social workers; the Environmental Law Clinic coordinates its classes with the School of 
Natural Resources and Environment; business organizational t heories enhance the work of 
the Com munity and Economic Development Cl inic, the Entrepreneurship Clinic, and the 
International Transactions Cl inic; and the Pediatric Advocacy Clinic is the first law school­
connected cl in ic of its kind in the nation where cli nic law students partner with local health-
care centers to assist low-income fam i lies through legal advocacy and reform. 
Evolving in response to student interest and faculty predilection, our J 4 cl inics currently 
provide crimi nal and civil l i t igation, appellate, transactional, and mediation opportunities in 
chi ld welfare, human trafficking, entrepreneurship, i nternational commerce, environmental 
protection, poverty law, tax law, and more. In the Human Trafficking Clin ic, students collaborate 
with lawmakers and human rights organizations to combat modern-day s lavery, represent ing 
chi ldren and adults who have endured years of forced labor. Representing clients in Tajikistan, 
Russia, and Europe, our International Transactions Clinic trains students to draft cross-border 
loan agreements and equity documentation, analyze loan guarantees, and develop micofinance 
contracts-not to mention to navigate multiple time zones to schedule conference calls. The 
Entrepreneurship Cl inic, which began i n  20 1 2 , has given law students the opportunity to help 
guide Michigan students from around t he University through the legal complexities of their 
fledgling businesses, such as the "Fetchnotes" app. Even in our prosaically named General Cl inic, 
students appear i n  courts and administrative agencies at the state and federal level, handling 
asylum and i m migration cases, and civil rights, discrimination, and prisoners' rights litigation. The 
wide array of subject matter covered by our cl inical programs al lows all  our students, regardless of 
particular affinities, to engage in an educational experience that wil l  al low them to jump-start their 
careers and enhance their education. 
Clinical Offerings 
Child Advocacy Law Clinic 
Community and Economic 
Development Clinic 
Criminal Appellate Practice 
Entrepreneurship Cl inic 
Environmental Law Cl inic 
Federal Appellate 
Litigation Cl in ic 
General Cl inic 
Human Trafficking Cl inic 
International Transactions Clinic 
Juvenile Justice Cl in ic 
Low-Income Taxpayer Cl in ic 
Mediation Cl i nic 
Michigan Innocence Clinic 
Pediatric Advocacy Cl i nic 
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Career Planning: Achieving Career Objectives and Sustaining the Tradition of 
Giving Back 
The simple fact is this :  An enormous part of the appeal of law school is the potential of a 
law degree to present an array of options for one's career. Michigan Law's students and graduates 
have ambitious goals for meaningful and exciting careers-and they have unsurpassed success in  
achieving those goals. What makes M ichigan different than many other highly selective law schools 
is  the degree to which we have long encouraged students to consider and pursue a wide range of 
options. Our graduates are found in  significant numbers in  the most desirable geographic markets 
in the U nited States and abroad, and go on to work in a l l  the available employment sectors. This 
success begins at the Office of Career Planni ng, which provides a variety of panels, skill-building 
workshops, and guest speakers, as well as individualized counseling-all a imed at helping students 
explore a wide range of professional possibi l ities while in law school. Then, a network of highly 
engaged alumni, faculty, and upper-class students, as well as the professional staff of seven full-time 
attorney-counselors, partic ipate in  programs to enhance students' exploration of career choices and 
provide individually tai lored advice designed to maximize employment success-whether private 
firm, public interest, government, academia, judicial clerkship, or business. As a result, no law 
school in the nation extends to its graduates a wider array of career opportunit ies . 
For those interested in private-sector work, the nation's most prestigious private law firms 
annually send representatives to Ann Arbor to participate in  the Law School's comprehensive 
on-campus interviewing program. About 5 00 employers conduct thousands of interviews with 
second- and third-year students. (Most interviewing takes place in late August, prior to the start 
of c lasses; some employers come in the fall, and a smaller interview program directed principally 
at first-year students is held i n  the winter.) In addition, more than 2 ,000 jobs were posted with 
the Law School in 20 Il-20 1 2. 
Michigan also has a comprehensive program, organized in conjunction with members of t he 
faculty, to assist students who seek judicial clerkships. Faculty members provide counseling and 
recommendations on behalf of students exploring clerkship opportunities, with one faculty member 
assigned specifical ly to ensure all students get the counseling they need. l n any given year, approxi­
mately l 00 Michigan Law graduates hold c lerkships. Many obtain prestigious judicial clerkships 
in federal and state appellate and trial courts immediately following graduation; others c lerk after 
a year or two of legal work. Our graduates also clerk international ly-with recent placements at the 
European Court of Justice, Supreme Court of Israel, Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and 
International Court of Justice. Additionally, one or two M ichigan Law graduates clerk \>Vith the 
U . S. Supreme Court every year; 1 8  have done so in  the last 1 5  years, for seven different justices. 
Michigan graduates are leaders in obtaining other chal lenging legal positions as well. Over 400 
of our graduates teach law, making Michigan one of the top five feeders for this profession. Likewise, 
Michigan has graduated the third-highest number of state and federal judges in the Uni ted States. 
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As part of a great public institution, of course, the niversity of Michigan Law School encourages 
its students to consider legal careers that serve all  segments of society. For students interested in careers 
in government or with public-interest organizations, experienced staff offer individual counseling, 
designed to develop the specialized strategies needed to seek and obtain these challenging and rewarding 
positions. Moreover, publ ic-service eJqJerience can be had in a variety of ways, long before graduation, 
by participating in our nationally respected c linical programs, or our extensive Pro Bono Program .  These 
opportunities expose students to a range of legal problems and practice areas, allow students to uti l ize 
their legal skills on behalf of underserved populations, and help students acquire sought-after credentials 
and build invaluable professional relationships. In 20 I 1 - 1 2 ,  more than 1 80 of our students completed 
almost I 0,000 hours of pro bona work, for organizations ranging from Human Rights Watch to the Iraqi 
Refugee Assistance Project to the AC LU Racial J ustice Project . 
Career Planning advisors are also a key resource for students interested in pursuing summer 
internships and postgraduate fellowships. In order to meaningfully support the ambitions of our 
public-interest and public-se1vice-minded students, Michigan is one of only a handful of law schools 
that commits to guarantee summer funding to second-year students pursuing qual ified work at a 
public-interest organization or government agency. Any student pursuing this work in his or her 
second summer H�ll receive a minimum of $5 ,000 in institutional support-and I 0 students receive 
a prestigious Dean·s Public Service Fellowship of $7,000, targeted at those who are committed to 
pursuing a long-term public-interest or government career. Moreover, Michigan's Student Funded 
Fellowship program provides summer funding annually to about 70 first-year students who choose 
low- or non-paying public-interest and government positions. 
And our support does not end at graduation. The Robert Fiske Fellowship for Public Service is 
awarded annually to three Michigan Law graduates working in government. Bates Overseas Fellowships 
are available to support those pursuing legal opportunities abroad, including professional internships with 
international or government agencies, nongovernmental organizations, law firms, or other legal or political 
institutions, as well as independently designed research projects. Our extensive counseling support 
has helped ensure that our students have historically been ve1y successful in capturing highly coveted 
external postgraduate fel lowships such as the Skadden Fellowship, the Equal Justice Works Fellowship, 
the Fulbright-Hays Fellowship, the Luce Fellowship, and the Zubrow Fellowship. And during the 
economic downturn of the last several years, many graduates have benefited from law-school-funded 
postgraduate fellowships that provide an essential bridge to permanent, full-t ime employment. 
Final ly, the Law School helps students address practical financial planning concerns even in 
the absence of fellowships. The Law School's Income-based Debt Management Program, as one of 
the nation's most progressive loan repayment assistance programs, provides tangible encouragement to 
alumni to pursue a diverse range of employment. In 20 1 2, the program funded nearly 1 70 graduates, pro­
'�ding them \·l�th ma-.:imum financial flexibility to choose modest-paying jobs in any law-related area. 
Simply put, no law school is more dedicated to helping students find and follow the right career 
path for them, rather than funneling students to particular markets and jobs. Certainly, our graduates 
successfully pursue careers at the most exclusive New York City firms-but so can they explore the best 
public-interest organizations in the· Pacific Northwest, as well as all points in between. 
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The Quad at Michigan 
The Extra ordinary Law Quad: Living, Learning, Studying, and Socializing 
The striking Goth ic-style bui ld ings that form the Wi l l iam W. Cook Law Quadrangle i nc lude 
Hutch i ns Hal l :  a majestic set of c lassrooms, seminar rooms, and faculty and administrative 
offices dating from the 1 930s and steeped in h istory and grandeur; the Legal Research bui l ding, 
which contains the magnificent Reading Room, the Law School's Cen ter for International and 
Comparative Law, and faculty offices; a natural ly  lit underground l ibrary addition-the Allan F. 
and Alene Smith Library-regarded as an architectural tour de force; and the newly renovated 
and redesigned Lawyers Club residence, combi n ing a near century-old imposing stone edifice 
with completely modern in terior space, and featuring ful ly furnished efficiency units with private 
bathrooms. Brand-new spaces, opened in Autumn 20 1 1 ,  are the Aikens Commons, a gorgeous 
glass-roofed gat hering place for the ent ire Law School community, and certified LEED Gold 
South Hal l ,  a four-story bui ld ing which,  i n  addition to administrative and faculty offices, contains 
state-of-the-art classrooms and comprehensive c l in ical faci l i t ies. The breathtaking new additions 
fee l  spacious but not cavernous, contemporary yet i n timate; the mult ip le metal, glass, stone, and 
granite textures create a happy contradiction of an ultramodern aesthetic i n  a col legiate Gothic 
fac i l i ty. The resul t ,  physical ly as wel l  as metaphorically, enhances our true community of law. 
The Quad's beauty and functionality is a factor both in student satisfaction and the 
school's programmatic success, fostering the i ntegration of activit ies for both students and faculty. 
One result of this archi tectural design-sensed i mmediately by entering students-is an ethos of 
collegial i ty and accessib i l i ty regardless of the age, reputation, or career achievement of those who 
walk i ts paths and corridors. It is t herefore hardly surprising that i nteractions both i nside the Law 
Sc hool and at  the nearby restaurants, bistros, cafes, and bars are frequent between faculty and 
students, as wel l  as among students. 
Law Library 
The Michigan Law Library is one of the world's largest and 
best, with a comprehensive collection that supports study 
and legal research on any topic, from any country, during any 
period of history. Lawyer-l ibrarians provide expert instruction 
i n  using electronic and print resources, and the award-winning 
underground addit ion provides quiet, wireless-connected 
study space and group study rooms-and is open more hours 
( 1 1 2  per week) than any other law school l i brary in the nation. 
Law students can also use the other outstanding l ibraries and 
archives on campus, and electronic resources are available 
remotely to Michigan students. While the quality of the law 
l ibrary may not be foremost in a prospective student's mind, it 
arguably ought to be. To quote one first-year student, "If I had 
known as an admitted student what I know now, having been 
in school for a week, the quality of the l ibrary facilities would 
have been a more strongly positive factor for me. I didn't 
really understand how much time I would be spending there, 




Ap p ly i n g  to M i c h i g a n  
Mem bers of the Law School 's admiss ions taff ar happy to meet with  appl icants ,  
a lone or i n  smal l  group to answer general que t ion about t h  La,  School  and the appl icat ion 
proc s ,  a l though we do not pr form eva luat ive interview . The Admissions Office offers s tud nt-
1 d tour wh n clas es are in e sion and mainta ins  a l i s t  of c la  ses that vis i tors ar welcom to 
at tend .  Appl icants  who plan to vi s i t  Ann Arbor are ncourag d to contact the Admissions Offic 
( 734 . 764 .0537 ,  or law.jd .admi  s ions@u mich .edu)  for appointments .  
LSAT /CAS R e g i strati on  
Law chool appl icant  m u s t  register for a n d  take t h e  Law School 
Admission Ti t ( L  AT) ,  admini stered by the  Law School Admission Counci l  
(L  AC ) ,  and regi t r wi th  th C r  dent ia l  Ass  mbly ervice (CA ) .  To open 
an L AC account ,  i i t  i t  web i te (www. lsac . org) . 
Law School Admission Test (LSAT) .  The LSAT is offered four 
t ime each year (S  pt  mber/October Dec mber, February, and June)  at more 
LSAC 
662 Penn Street 
Newtown, PA 1 8940 
2 1 5.968. 1 00 1  
www. lsac.org 
than 1 00 exami nation cen ters aro u n d  th world .  We trongly recommend that appl icants take the 
test by Dec mber of th calendar year prior to the year in  which admi ion is  ough t .  For xample,  
appl icant to M i c h igan s enter ing class of 20 1 3  should take th L AT no later than Decemb r 20 1 2 . 
Appl icants who ubmit  scores from th February 20 1 3  test may h i nder th ir chances of admission 
because their  applications wi l l  not be completed unti l  late in  our eye] . During th 20 1 2- 1 3 
admis ion eason,  applicants must  submit  a score from the J u n e  2007 test or later. 
Registration with Credential Assembly Service (CAS). CAS registration direct L AC 
to compi le  a n u m ber of LSAC Law c hool R ports to be s n t ,  upon r quest ,  to the law schools 
to which ou app ly. L3\ chool Report include an undergraduate acad mic u m mary a l l  LSAT 
scor s and writ ing amples ,  and copie of a l l  transcript submit ted to CA . Appl icant who ar 
r app lyi ng to the U n iver ity of Mic higan Law School must  be registered with CA even if they 
do not intend to retak the LSAT. 
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FOR U . S .  ANO CANADIAN TRANSCRIPTS 
Transcripts. Applicants must submit transcripts to CAS from every 




662 Penn Street 
Newtown, PA 18940-0993 
FOR INTERNATIONAL TRANSCRIPTS 
LSAC 
Box 8502 
662 Penn Street 
be requested by the applicant and sent directly from all undergraduate institut ions 
to CAS. CAS will summarize the transcripts and send a summaty report, as 
wel l  as copies of all transcripts, to each law school to which application is made. 
For international u ndergraduate work, a Foreign Credential Evaluation 
will be completed by the American Associat ion of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers (MC RAO), and wil l  be incorporated into your 
Law School Report. 
Please be aware that there can be significant delays in processing 
international transcript requests. 
Newtown, PA 18940-8502 If you completed international work through a study abroad, consortium,  
or  exchange program sponsored by a U.S. or  Canadian inst i tut ion,  and the 
credits for that work are clearly indicated as  such on t he home campus 
transcript, you do not need to provide copies of the in ternational transcript. 
Applicants who have undertaken graduate work m ust provide official graduate school 
transcripts. These transcripts m ust also be sent directly from the graduate i nstitution to CAS. 
The Class of 201 4 Class composition The Class of 201 5 
Male 52% (estimated as of July 21, 2012) Applied 5.422 
Female 48% Applied 5,100 Enrolled 359 
Students of color 24% Enrolled 350 GPA Median 3.76 
States represented 42 GPA Median 3.75 25--75 Percentile 3.59-3.87 
Foreign countries 8 LSAT Median 169 LSAT Median 1 69 
Undergraduate Male 55% 25--75 Percentile 1 67-1 70 
institutions 149 Female 45% 
Michigan residents 22% Students of color 23% 





We wi l l  accept applications for the 20 1 3 - 1 4  academic year between September I ,  2 0 1 1 ,  and 
February 1 5 , 20 1 3 . F i l ing of the application form alone is sufficient to meet the regu lar-decision 
deadline of Februaty 1 5 . ( Please see page 36 for a discussion of our binding Early Decision option, 
for which the application deadline is November 1 5 . )  Because we use a rolling admissions process, 
however, ( that is, we review applicat ions in the order in which t hey are completed), appl icants 
are encouraged to submit Michigan's application form and a l l  supporti ng documentation as early 
as possible in the admissions season .  Thus, applicants who submit supporting materials after the 
February I 5 dead l ine may be at a disadvantage. 
In addition to registering with CAS and registering for and taking the LSAT, all applicants to 
the U n iversity of Michigan Law School must complete and submit an application for admission and 
pay an application fee of $75. Mich igan also requires a letter of recommendation and a personal 
statement. An applicant's file is considered complete when t he application for admiss ion, the 
application fee, one letter of recommendation, a list of activities and work experiences, the personal 
statement, and an LSAC Law School Report have been received by the Admissions Office. It is the 
applicant's responsibi l ity to make sure that al l  application materials and supporting c redentials have 
been received by the Law School. Once an application is complete, it will be submitted for review, 
and we are not able to delay review to await addit ional materials. 
For more i nformation and FAQ about the application process, please refer to our website 
a t  wvvvv. law.umich.edu/prospect ivestudents/admissions/Pages/faq.aspx. \1 /e encourage you to  keep 
track of your application via our on l ine status c hecker at www. law. umich.edu/admappstatus. 
Application Form 
We have no preference among the 
various application formats available. 
The most common application method 
is via LSAC, but you may also complete 
and print out our application from our 
website and mail it to our office (this 
PDF version of our application includes 
some point-by-point explanations that 
you may find helpful, whichever version 
of the application you choose to 
complete). or complete and submit 
electronically a CollegeNet application, 
for which a link is available on our 
website. 
Final ly, if you require a paper copy 
of our application, just contact the 
Admissions Office, and we'll be happy 
to provide one. 
Application Fee 
All applications for admission must be 
accompanied by a $75 application fee. 
Checks or money orders drawn on a 
U.S. bank should be made payable to 
the University of Michigan; we cannot 
accept cash. Online applications may be 
paid for with a credit card. 
Alternatively, the University of Michigan 
Law School has established a fund to 
cover the application fees of individuals 
who demonstrate financial need. 
Because we waive only a l imited 
number of fees, we ask that you 
seriously consider your financial need 
for a fee waiver before you request 
one. To apply for a waiver, you may 
print our PDF fee waiver application, 
available at www. law.umich.edu/ 
prospectivestudents/admissions/ 
Documents/feewaiver.pdf, and mail 
us a completed copy. Failure to provide 
complete information wil l  result in 
denial of a fee waiver request. 
Please note that it is necessary to 
complete a Fee Waiver Application for 
Michigan Law only if ( 1 )  you have not 
received an LSAC Fee Waiver, or 
(2) you have received an LSAC Fee 
Waiver but are not applying through 
LSAC (that is, you are using our PDF 
application or applying via CollegeNet). 
If you have received an LSAC Fee Waiver 
and are applying via LSAC, LSAC's 
system wil l automatically credit you. 
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Early Decision Option 
The Early Decision program is designed for applicants who have considered t heir law school 
options careful ly and are confident that the University of Michigan Law School is their clear first 
choice. In return for the Law School's commitment to give an Early Decision appl icant a decision 
by m id-December, the appl icant must commit ,  at t he time of application, to attend t he Law School 
if admitted under the Early Decision program, and to withdraw and/or not in i t iate applicat ions at 
other law schools. The Early Decision program at M ichigan is l im ited to t hose applicants wishi ng 
to begin in the summer term: The Early Decision option wi l l  benefit summer-start candidates by 
enabling them to begin planning a few months earlier for the late May start ing date. 
Early Decision applications must be complete by ovember 1 5; a l l  application components, 
inc luding letters of recommendation and the LSAC Law School Report, must be received by t he 
Admissions Office in advance of that date. An Early Decision applicant must take t he LSAT no later 
than the September/October administration, and must register with CAS no later than October 
I 0. (Applications that are incomplete by the deadline will be considered as part of the regular 
admissions process, and applicants wil l  be so informed. )  The Law School will send a decision no 
later t han December I 5. l f admitted, the applicant will be expected to begin in the summer term, 
for which the first day of orientation is May 28, 20 1 3 . The deposit deadl ine for Early Decision­
admitted students wi l l  be J anuary 1 5 . If no offer of admission is made through the Early Decision 
program, the applicant will be so i nformed, and the Law School wi l l  continue considering the 
application for regular admission. 
The Early Decision program is not for everyone. Students admitted under th is program 
restrict their law school c hoice in return for the certainty of learning an admission decision much 
earlier than is typical .  Students for whom financial  aid considerations are paramount are not well 
suited for this program, since financial aid decisions are not made unti l  later i n  the season. ( Early 
Decision-admitted students are, however, e l igible for our merit- and need-based financial grants 
on the same terms as every other admitted student, in contrast to  many other law schools. ) 
L ikewise, students who have not had an opportunity to research law schools thoroughly prior 
to applying may encl up bei ng dissatisfied at having restricted their choices. And finally, because 
we l imi t  th is program to the summer-start term, applicants must be sure that they are capable 
a nd wi l l ing to begin on May 28 .  
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Deferred Ad m ission 
Some applicants may wish to apply to law school now but postpone enrol lment unt i l  
another year. Strongly qual ified applicants may request deferred admission to Michigan by fill i ng 
out the appropriate section of the application and by attaching an explanation of why deferred 
admission is desired. Requests for deferred admission wi l l  be approved only when it is c lear 
that an applicant would easily qual ify for admission in the year of desired entry. Consequent ly, 
applications for deferred admission are reviewed with special  rigor. Deferral requests made after 
a regular offer of admission will be considered but may be difficult to gra nt .  
Transfer and Visiting Students 
On average, 25 to 30 transfer students with outstanding first-year law school records are 
admi t ted to Michigan each year. We find that our community benefits strongly from this i nAux 
of new scholars with proven records of achievement. Appl icants for transfer have typical ly 
earned first-year grades that place them at or near the top of their classes. Appl icants for transfer 
must present one fu l l  year of academic credi t ;  a maxi mum of one year of transfer c redit wi l l  be 
accepted toward t he Michigan degree. Applications for transfer wi l l  be accepted between May l 
and ] uly 2 1 ,  for the fal l  term only. Admission offers are made begin ning in m id-June .  
The Law School a lso adm its a l imited number of visiting nondegree students with 
compel l ing personal or academic reasons for a ttendance at Michigan. 
P lease contact the Admissions Office or visit our website at w1¥w. law. umich .edu/ 
prospectivestudents/admissions/Pages/TransferStudents .aspx for additional information about 
transfer and visitor application and enrol lment .  
Letters o f  Recommendation 
Although Michigan requires only 
one letter of recommendation, 
applicants are encouraged to submit 
three. For most applicants, the most 
helpful recommendations are from 
undergraduate or graduate faculty. 
Applicants with significant work 
experience should also submit letters 
from employers. 
Letters of recommendation may be 
sent to the University of Michigan Law 
School Admissions Office in any one of 
three ways. Letters may be sent d irectly 
to the Law School by the recommender; 
they may be sent by a college career or 
placement office; or they may be sent 
by the LSAC Letter of Recommendation 
Service. Please note: Due to processing 
constraints, any targeted letters of 
recommendation sent through the LSAC 
Letter of Recommendation Service 
should be designated for the fall term, 
regardless of whether the applicant 
requests consideration for the 
summer term. 
Each letter of recommendation must be 
accompanied by a signed declaration 
of the appl icant's intent regarding 
access to the letter. While no special 
form is required, we provide with the 
application a declaration form that 
may be photocopied for d istribution to 
multiple recommenders. Letters sent 
through LSAC should be accompanied 
by the LSAC form. 
Applicants should not include letters of 
recommendation with their application, 
even if the letter has been sealed by 
the author. 
The LSAC also offers an Evaluation 
Service for interested candidates. We 
wil l  accept evaluations from authors 
other than your recommendation 
letter writer(s). but evaluations cannot 
fulfill our letter of recommendation 
requirement, as we generally find them 
to be lacking in important detail. 
Personal Statement and 
Optional Essays 
The University of Michigan Law 
School has long understood that 
enrolling students with a broad range 
of perspectives and experiences 
generates a vibrant culture of 
comprehensive debate and discussion. 
Essay submissions are an extremely 
helpful tool for evaluating potential 
contributions to.our community. To that 
end, we require a personal statement. 
and also invite applicants to submit 
one or two supplemental essays from 
among the eight topics described in the 
application. For a fuller discussion of the 
form and content of essay submissions, 
please see our application form. 

40 
Financial Resources at Michigan 
The Law School 's financial  aid resources are substant ial, drawing on a variety of Law 
School scholarship and loan funds as wel l  as funds from external sources, and we distribute 
more than $3 mi l l ion in grants annual ly to each entering c lass. Our graduates have an average 
debt that is among t he lowest of top schools, and is more than $ I  0,000 lower than the average 
debt for top schools. This is, i n  part, due to the lower cost of living here; i n  comparing awards 
from different  schools, it is i mportant  to consider the total combination of tuit ion and cost of 
living in a given locat ion,  less any grant  award, because while tui t ion is relatively consistent 
among schools, the cost of l iving can vary great ly, as can the amounts of ava i lable grants.  
Our resources are al located on the basis of financial need and on the basis of academic 
achievement.  More than half of our students receive outright grants and scholarships, in 
a n  average amount of about $ 1 0,000; the smal lest award is $ 5,000, and the largest covers 
ful l  t ui tion. Most students, however, wi l l  need to take on debt in order to finance their legal 
education. Stafford and GradPlus loans are fixed- interest-rate loans offered by the government.  
A fixed-interest-rate loan e l imi nates the r isk of unforeseen payment amounts. Further, additional 
loan options may be available for law students. In short, students who have good credit and are 
U. S. c i tizens wi l l  be able to finance the fu l l  cost of a legal education here. ( Non-U. S. c i t izens and 
others who anticipate problems with e l igibi l i ty for federal funds should contact the Law School's 
Financial  Aid Office as soon as possible after being admitted to discuss their situation. ) 
In considering the cost of law school and the attendant debt, it is also i mportant  to weigh 
your options for paying off your debt at the various law schools you are considering; attending the 
lowest-cost school may not make sense i f  i t  requires you to l imit your career options and earning 
potent ia l  over the course of your l i fe .  There are few safer investments to make than attending 
Michigan Law, and the return on i t  wi l l  benefit you throughout a long career, both in terms of 
options and in terms of economics. And whether you wish to pursue a career i n  a law firm, or to 
go into public i nterest or other lower-paying law-related jobs, Michigan offers one of t he most 
progressive loan repayment assistance programs i n  the country. 
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V/hile the expense of law school can understandably be worrisome for app l icants,  the 
fi nancial aid and admissions professionals a t  Michigan Law are committed to working closely 
with our students to counsel and guide them about finding funding, minimizing debt ,  and 
weighing the various options avai lable.  
Detai ls about how to apply for fi nancial  a id are avai lable on our website.  
Forms of Aid 
Need-based Law School 
grants are offered to students who 
show exceptional financial need. I n  
assessing need, we take a variety of 
historical factors into account, such 
as Pell el igibi l ity, as well as current 
financial factors, such as income and 
assets. We do not require applicants to 
submit any parental financial records. 
Admitted students complete a very 
short online questionnaire to determine 
whether additional forms need to 
be completed. Financial aid notices 
typically are emailed beginning in early 
March, and provide the applicant a 
three-year aid package. 
Merit-based Law School 
scholarships range from $5,000 
up to fu l l  tuition, and are awarded in 
two different ways. In some cases, 
a determination of award is made 
automatically; typically, that occurs 
within two weeks of admission 
beginning in January. I n  cases where 
no merit aid has been automatically 
offered, the Financial Aid Office is 
occasionally able to take financial 
aid offers from competing schools 
into account. 
Stafford Unsubsidized 
loans are funded by the federal 
government through the Department 
of Education and have an interest rate 
of 6.8 percent fixed. Unsubsidized loans 
have a cap of $20,500 per year and 
are available to students regardless 
of financial need. 
Grad PLUS loans are funded 
by the federal government with an 
interest rate of 7.9 percent fixed. 
Students may request to borrow up to 
the cost of education minus al l  other 
a id received for the academic year. Grad 
PLUS loans offer flexible repayment 
terms and have less stringent credit 
criteria than a private loan. Further 
details and application instructions 
are available on our loan comparison 
chart/FAQ (PDF) at www. lawumich. 
ed u/Cu rrentStud e nts/fi nancia I a id/ 
Documents/LoanComparison.pdf. 
Private loans are available to 
law students from a variety of lenders. 
The loans are offered at variable 
interest rates (with no interest-rate 
cap), determined by your credit history 
and that of your co-signer. Most private 
lenders strongly encourage a co-signer. 
Michigan Law's Income­
based Debt Management 
Program (LRAP) i s  among the 
most progressive in the country. It 
provides graduates with maximum 
flexibil ity to choose jobs from any 
law-related area (excluding judicial 
clerkships), including modest-paying 
public-i nterest positions, while stil l 
maintaining a reasonable l i festyle and 
remaining current on outstanding loan 
obligations. Consult the Financial Aid 
Office or our website for more deta i ls .  
Many other sources of institutional 
funding for both summer and 
postgraduate opportunities are 
available to our students; deta i ls 






Faculty at Michigan 
Alicia Alvarez, BA, Loyola 
University of Chicago; 
JD, Boston College 
Reuven S. Avi-Yonah, BA, Hebrew 
University; AM, PhD, JD, Harvard; 
Irwin I. Cohn Professor of Law 
Samuel Bagenstos, BA, University 
of North Carolina at Chapel H ill; JD,  
Harvard 
Nicholas Bagley, BA, Yale; 
JD,  New York University 
Michael S.  Barr, BA, JD, Yale; 
M Phil, Magdalen College, Oxford 
Edward R. Becker, BA, University 
of Michigan; JD, University of lllinois 
Laura N .  Beny, BA, Stanford; MA, 
JD, PhD, Harvard 
Howard Bromberg, BA, JD, 
Harvard; J S M ,  Stanford 
Evan H. Caminker, BA, UCLA; J D, 
Yale;  Dean, Branch Rickey Collegiate 
Professor of Law 
Bridgette Carr, BA, Notre Dame; 
JD,  University of Michigan 
Debra Chopp, BA, University 
of Michigan; J D, University of 
Pennsylvania 
Sherman J. Clark, BS, Towson 
State University; JD, Harvard; 
Kirkland & Ellis Professor of Law 
Edward H. Cooper, AB, 
Dartmouth; LLB, Harvard; 
Thomas M. Cooley Professor 
of Law 
Daniel Crane, BA, Harvard; JD,  
University of Chicago 
Steven P. Croley, AB, University 
of Michigan; JD,  Yale; MA, PhD, 
Princeton; Harry Burns Hutchins 
Collegiate Professor of Law 
Kristina Daugirdas, AB, Brown; 
JD,  New York University 
Alicia Davis, BS, Florida A&M; 
M BA, Harvard; JD,  Yale 
Donald N. Duquette, BA, 
Michigan State University; JD, 
University of Michigan 
Rebecca S. E isenberg, BA, 
Stanford; JD,  UC Berkeley; 
Robert and Barbara Luciano 
Professor of Law 
Phoebe C. Ellsworth, AB, Harvard; 
PhD, Stanford; Frank Murphy 
Distinguished University Professor 
of Law and Psychology 
Paul Falon, BA, MA, JD,  University 
of Michigan 
Richard D. Friedman, BA, JD,  
H arvard; DPhil, Oxford; Alene and 
Allan F. Smith Professor of Law 
Bruce W. Frier, BA, Trinity 
College; PhD, Princeton; 
John and Teresa D'Arms 
Distinguished University 
Professor of Classics and 
Roman Law 
Philip M. Frost, BA, Yale; JD,  
University of Michigan 
Samuel R. Gross, AB, Columbia 
College; JD, UC Berkeley; Thomas 
G. and Mabel Long Professor of Law 
Monica Hakimi, BA, Duke 
University; J D ,  Yale 
Daniel Halberstam, BA, Columbia 
College; JD, Yale; Eric Stein 
Collegiate Professor of Law 
James C. Hathaway, LLB, Osgoode 
Hall  Law School of York University; 
LLM, JSD, Columbia; James E .  and 
Sarah A. Degan Professor of Law 
Scott Hershovitz, AB, MA, 
University of Georgia; DPhil, Oxford; 
JD,  Yale 
Donald J.  Herzog, AB, Cornell; 
AM, PhD, Harvard; Edson R .  
Sunderland Professor of Law 
James R. Hines Jr., BA, MA, 
Yale; PhD, Harvard; L. Hart Wright 
Collegiate Professor of Law 
Nicholas C. Howson, BA, Williams 
College; JD, Columbia 
Douglas A. Kahn, BA, University 
of North Carolina; JD, George 
Washington; Paul G. Kauper 
Professor of Law 
Ellen D. Katz, BA, J D, Yale 
Vikramaditya S. Khanna, 
BCA, LLB, Victoria University of 
Wellington; SJD, Harvard 
Madeline Kochen, BA, Yeshiva 
University: JD, Cardozo Law 
School; AM, PhD, Harvard 
James E. Krier, BS, JD,  University 
of Wisconsin;  Earl Warren De Lano 
Professor of Law 
Jessica Litman, BA, Reed College; 
M FA, Southern Methodist 
University; JD, Columbia; John F. 
Nickol! Professor of Law 
Kyle D. Logue, BA, Auburn; JD, 
Yale; Wade H. and Dores M .  McCree 
Collegiate Professor of Law 
Catharine A. MacK.innon, BA, 
Smith College; JD,  PhD, Yale; 
El izabeth A. Long Professor of Law 
Bridget M. McCormack, BA, 
Trinity College; JD,  New York 
University 
Nina A. Mendelson, AB, Har>,ard; 
JD,  Yale 
William I. Miller, BA, University 
of Wisconsin;  PhD, JD, Yale; Thomas 
G. Long Professor of Law 
David Moran, BS, JD, University of 
Michigan; BA, MA, CAS, Cambridge 
University; MS Cornell 
Julia Davis Mortenson, BA, 
H arvard; JD, Stanford 
Mark K. Osbeck, AB, JD,  
University of  Michigan; MA, Johns 
Hopkins 
William Novak, BA, MA, Case 
Western Reserve; PhD, Brandeis 
Sallyanne Payton, BA, LLB, 
Stanford; William W. Cook Professor 
of Law 
Timothy Pinto, BA, Williams 
College; JD, University of Michigan 
John A.E .  Pottow, AB, JD,  Harvard 
James J. Prescott, BA, Stanford; 
JD,  H arvard; PhD, Massachusetts 
I nstitute of Technology 
Eve Brensike Primus, BA, Brown; 
JD, University of Michigan 
Richard A. Primus, AB, Harvard; 
DPhil, Oxford; J D, Yale 
Adam C. Pritchard, BA, J D, 
University of Virgin ia :  M PP, 
Un iversity of C hicago; Frances and 
George S kestos Professor of Law 
Margaret Jane Radin, AB, Stanford ; 
J D ,  U n ivers i ty of Southern California; 
MFA, Brandeis ;  H LLD, Chicago-Ke n t  
School of Law; Henry King Ransom 
Professor of Law 
Steven R.  Ratner, A B ,  Princeton;  
MA, l nst i tut  U n ivers i ta ire de H a u tes  
Etudes l n ternationales;  J D ,  Yale;  
Bruno Simma Col legiate Profes sor 
of Law 
Donald H. Regan,  A B ,  Han•ard ; 
LLB,  U n ivers i ty of Virginia ;  B P h i l ,  
Oxford ;  P h D ,  University of Michigan :  
Wi l l iam W.  Bishop Jr. C o l legiate 
Professor of Law 
Mathias W. Reimann, Dr iur, 
Univers ity of Freiburg Law S c hool :  
LLM, U nivers i ty of M ichigan ;  H essel  
E .  Yntema Professor of Law 
Paul D.  Reingo l d ,  BA, Amherst 
Col lege ; JD, Boston University 
Nicholas J. Rine, BA, J D ,  Wayne 
Stare U nivers i ty 
Vivek Sankaran, BA, Col lege of  
Wil l i am and i\lary; J D ,  U niversity 
of M ichigan 
David A. Santacroce,  BA, 
Connect icut  C ollege ; J D ,  Pac e ;  
L L M ,  Columbia 
Veronica A. Santarosa, BA, l bmec 
Bus iness  School ; LLB ,  U n iversity 
of Sao Paulo ;  E M L E ,  U n iversity 
of Hamburg; L L M ,  Yale 
Suellyn Scarnecchia, BA. 
Northwestern U n iversity; 
J D ,  U n iversity of 1 ichigan 
M argo Schlanger, BA, J D, Yale 
C arl E. Schneider, AB, H an•ard ; 
J D ,  U n iversity of M ichiga n ;  
Chauncey St i l lman Professor 
for Ethics ,  Mora l i ty, and the Practice 
of Law 
Anne . Schroth, BA, U niversity of 
Ch icago; J D ,  Han•ard 
Rebecca J .  Scott, AB,  Radc l iffe 
Col lege : MPhi l ,  London School  
of Economi c s ;  P h D ,  Princeton : 
C harles G i bson Dist inguished 
U niversity Professor of  H i s tory 
and Professor of Law 
Gil Seinfeld,  AB,  J D ,  Han•ard 
Thomas H. Seymour, BA, 
U nivers i ty of Nebraska; MA, S imon 
Fraser;  JD, Harvard 
Bruno E.  Simma, Doctorate of Law, 
Univers ity of Innsbruck 
Sonja B.  Starr, A B ,  Harvard ; J D ,  
Yale 
Kimberly Thomas, BS, U niversity 
of Maryland :  J D ,  H arvard 
Dana A. Thompson,  AB, Bryn 
Mawr College; J D ,  U n iversity 
of M ichigan 
Frank E. Vandervort, BA, 
Mich igan State niversity;  J D ,  
\Nayne State U n ivers i ty 
Mark D. West,  BA, Rhodes 
Col lege; JD,  Columbia;  N ippon Life 
Professor of Law 
James J. White, BA, Amherst 
Col lege :  JD, n iversity of Michigan ;  
Robert A .  Sul l ivan Professor of Law 
Christina B. Whitman, AB, MA, 
J D, U n iversity of  M ichiga n :  Francis 
A .  Al len Col le gia te Professor of Law 
Beth H .  Wilensky, BA. Un ivers i ty 
of Pen nsylvan ia ;  J D ,  Harvard 
Wi l l iam W. Cook G l o b a l  
Law Professors 
Susanne Baer, J D ,  Johann 
Wolfgang Goethe U niversity: 
LLM, U n iversity of Michigan 
Paul Brand, BA, MA, and D P h i l ,  
Oxford U niversity 
Christine C hink.in,  LLB, LLM,  
University of Londo n ;  LLM, Yale ;  
Ph D ,  University of Sydn ey 
Damien Geradin ,  LLB,  U niversi ty 
of Liege ; LLM, King's Co l lege 
London; PhD,  Cambridge U nivers i ty 
John G .  H .  Hudson, MA, 
U n ivers i ty of Toronto ;  MA, D P h i l ,  
Oxford 
Hwa-Jin Kim,  BS, Seoul  
N a tional U niversity; Dr  j u r, 
Ludwig Maximi l ian  U niversity; 
LLM , Harvard 
J .  Christopher McCrudden, LLB, 
Queen's U n ivers i ty Belfast ;  LLM, 
Yale;  DPhi l ,  Oxford 
Professors from Practice, 
Fel lows, and Affi l iated Facu lty 
Barry A. Adelman, BA, U niversity 
of Pennsylvania ;  J D , U n iversity of 
Mich igan 
Nicole Appleberry, BA, J D ,  
University o f  Michigan ; LLM, 
Wayne State U niversity 
Deborah Burand, BA, Depauw; J D ,  
M S F S ,  Georgetown U n iversity 
Rachel E. Deming, AB, J D ,  
U niversity o f  Michigan 
Timothy L. Dickinson, BA, J D, 
U nivers i ty of M i chigan; LLM, 
Columbia 
Jennifer Drogula , BA, U niversity 
of Texas at Aust in ; J D ,  LLM, Duke 
U n ivers ity 
Saul A. Green, BA, J D. U n ive rsity 
of M ichigan 
Alison E. H irsche ! ,  BA, U nivers i ty 
of Michigan ; J D ,  Yale  
Robert E .  H i rshon, BA, JD,  
U n iversity of M ichigan ;  Frank G .  
M i lia  r d  Professor from Practice and 
Special  Counsel on Developments  in 
the Lega l Profession 
M artha S .  Jones,  BA, H u nter 
C ollege; PhD, Columbia ;  J D , C U NY 
School of Law 
Joan L. Larsen,  BA, U n ivers i ty of 
Northern I owa ; J D ,  Northwestern ; 
Counsel  to the Associate Dean for 
Student and G raduate Activi ties 
and Lecturer 
Judith E. Levy, B S ,  J D ,  niversity 
of Mich igan 
Leonard Niehoff, BA, J D ,  University 
of Michigan 
Mark D. Rosenbaum, BA, University 
of Michigan; J D ,  Harvard ; Harvey J .  
G u nderson Professor from Practice 
David M .  Uhlmann, BA, 
Swarthmore C ol lege ;  J D ,  Ya le ;  Jeffrey 
F. Liss Professor from Practice 
Mark Van Putten, BA, C alvin 
Co l lege ; J D ,  U n iversity of 
Michigan 
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Courses at Michigan 






Legal Practice I, I I ,  and Skills 
Legislation and Regulation 
Property 
Torts 
Second -Year Requirements 
Introduction to Constitutional Law 
Transnational Law 
Courses 
Accounting for Lawyers 
Administrative Law 





Boundaries of Citizenship 
Children and the Law 
Chinese Legal History 
Civil Rights/Homeland Security 
Cognitive Science and Legal Reasoning 
Commercial Transactions 
Communications Law 
Comparative & EU Taxation 
Comparative H uman Rights Law 
Computer Crimes 







Criminal Justice: Investigation and Police 
Practice 
Criminal Procedure: From Bail to Post­
Com�ction Review 
Criminal Procedure Survey 
Critical Issues in Law and Development 
Critical Race Theory 
Early American Legal H istory 
Economic Analysis of Law 
50 
Employee Benefits & Executive Compensation 
Employment Discrimination 
Employment Law 





Environmental Law & Policy 
Equal Protection 
EU Competition Law 
European Legal Order 
Evidence 
Family Law 




Federal Indian Law 




Formation of the Common Law 
Fourteenth Amendment 
Habeas Corpus 
Health Law and Policy 
Health Law: Regulation 
Higher Education Law 
How to Save the Planet 
Immigration and Nationality 
I nsurance Law 
Intellectual H isto1y of Competition Policy 
International Bankruptcy 
International and Comparative Antitrust 
I nternational Corporate Governance 
International Criminal Law 
I nternational Environmental Law and Policy 
I nternational Finance 
International Investment Law 
International Law of \-Var 
International Refugee Law 
International Tax 
International Trade Law 
Introduction to Constitutional Law and 
American Legal Procedures 
I ntroduction to I ncome Taxation of Business 
Investment Banking 
Japanese Law 
Jurisdiction and Choice of Law 
Jurisprudence 
J uvenile Justice 
Labor Law 
Land Use Planning and Control 
Law and Bioethics 
Law and Development 
Law and Development Research 
Law Firms and Legal Careers 
Law and I nequalities 
Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility 
Legislation and Regulation 
Mass Media Law 
Mergers and Acquisitions 
Model Rules and Beyond 
Modern American Legal History 
Narrative Skills and the Law 
Natural Resources Law 
Partnership Tax 
Patent Law I and I I 
Personal and Subject Matter Jurisdiction 
Persuasion and the Law 
Public International Law 
Rabbin ics/Ancient Jewish Law 
Race and American Law 
Race Law Stories 
Real Estate Finance Law 
Regulation of Research 
Remedies 
Research and Analysis in American Law 
Sales and Secured Financing 
Securities Regulation 
Senior Judge Seminar 
Senior Judge Seminar I I  
Sex Equality 
Sexuality and the Law 
Sports Law 
Statutory I nterpretation and the Legislative 
Process 
Taxation of Financial Instruments 
Taxation of I ndividual I ncome 
The Public Corporation 
Thinking Analytically 
Toxic Substances/Toxic Torts 
Trademarks and Unfair Competition 
Transnational Law 
Trusts and Estates I and I I 
UN & Other International Organizations 
Voting Rights/Election Law 
\,\later Law 
Water Wars/Great Lakes 
Seminars 
Advanced Corporate Law 
Advanced Environmental Law 
Affirmative Action:  In ternational. Comparative 
and Empirical Dimensions 
Anatomy of a Deal 
Ant i - Discrimination Law 
Antitrust & I P: Google v. 1\ 1 FT 
Boilerplate: Legal Regulation of Adhesion 
of Contracts 
Chinese Corporation 
Civil J ustice 
Civi l  Rights/Homeland Security 
Collateral Consequences of Criminal 
Convictions 
Colloquium:  International Refugee Law 
Comparative Asylum Law 
Const i tut ional Law Workshop 
Critical Issues in  Law and Development 
Disabi l ity Law 
Dissatisfaction with the Administration 
of Just ice 
Economic Analysis of Law 
Energy Law and Cl imate C hange 
Environmental J usticc 
Ethics, J ustice. and I n ternational Law 
Evolution of Gender Crimes 
Exonerations: Civil I mplications 
Fair Housing Law and Policy 
Faking I t  
Federal Sentencing: I ts  Evolution a n d  Dynamics 
Financial Derivatives 
Financial Reform 
Fundamentals of Real Estate Transactions 
G lobal Constitut ionalism 
Good Life/Government 
Health Care Reform in the U . S .  
H uman Dignity 
I mpact I nvestment Lawyering 
I mpact of H uman Rights on I nternational Law 
I ncome Tax Treaties 
I nnocent Defendants 
I ntellectual H istory of Compet i t ion Policy 
I ntellectual Property Workshop 
International Arbitration 
International Commercial Transactions 
International Dispute Resolution 
International Law & Security 
International Law and Terrorism 
I nternational Law Workshop 
I n ternational Project Finance 
I nvestor Litigarion 
I nvestor Protection 
Is lamic Law 
Law & Economic Development: India 
Law and Economics Workshop 
Law and Theology 
Law Firm Careers in an Evolving Profession 
Law in Slavery and Freedom 
Law and the H istory of Economic lnst i tur ions 
of Capitalism · 
Legal Challenges for an Aging Population 
Legal H istory Workshop 
Legal Representation of Chi ldren 
Legislation 
11 larriage Theory 
ll loral Issues in Criminal Law 
Music.  Law, and Technology 
Narional Security Law 
Nonprofit Law and Policy 
Oil and Gas Law 
Open Government 
Pol ic ing and Public Safety 
Presidential Power 
Problems in Constitutional Theo1y 
Problems in 11 ledia Law 
Proseminar in Public Law 
Public I nterest Advocacy 
Public I nterest Colloquium 
Publ ic  Interest Litigation 
Punishment 
Refugee Law Reform 
Reproductive Justice 
Rules of Play 
Select Topics in  Federal J urisdiction 
eminar Supplement 
Student Scholarship Workshop 
Supreme Court Litigation 
The Board of Directors 
The Law in Cyberspace 
Thinking Law in Ancient ul tures and Religion 
Topics in  Education Law 
Tribal Just ice Systems 
Clinical Offerings 
Advanced Clinical Law 
Child Advocacy Law C l inic 
Chi ld Advocacy Law Cl inic Seminar 
Cl inical Law I 
Cl in ical Legal Advocacy Seminar 
Commercial and Economic Development Cl in ic  
Commercial and Economic Development C l i nic 
eminar 
Crimi nal Appellate Practice 
Criminal Appellate Practice Field 
Entrepreneurship Cl in ic  
Entrepreneurship Cl in ic  Seminar 
Environmental Law C lin ic 
Federal Appellate Litigation Cl in ic  
H uman TraFficking C l inic 
H uman Trafficking Cl inic Seminar 
International Transactions Cl inic 
J uvenile J ustice Cl ini c  
J uvenile J ustice C l inic Seminar 
Low- I ncome Taxpayer Cl in ic 
Low- I ncome Taxpayer Cl in ic Field 
ll l ed iation Cl inic I 
11 lediation Clinic I I  
M ich igan I nnocence Cl in ic 
M ichigan Innocence Cl inic Seminar 
Pediatric Advocacy Clinic 
Pediatric Advocacy Cl inic Seminar 
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J D  Ap p l i c ati o n  Ch e c kl i st fo r M i c h i g a n  
Deadline for Regular Decision applicants: February 1 5 , 20 1 3 
Deadline for Early Decision applicants:  November 1 5 , 20 I 2 (Submit all necessary application 
materials to the Admissions Office in advance of that date; see page 36 for details . )  
The following materials are necessary to complete a n  application: 
• Valid LSAT score, taken between J une 2007 and December 20 1 2; scores from the February 20 1 3  
test are acceptable but may hinder chance of admission. 
• Current LSAC Credential Assembly Service (CAS) registration 
• Send all undergraduate transcripts directly from the undergraduate institution(s)  to CAS. 
• If  international work is completed through a study abroad, consortium, or exchange program 
sponsored by a U . S .  or Canadian institution, and the credits for that work are clearly indicated 
as such on the home campus transcript, you do not need to send the international transcript. 
• Send all graduate transcripts directly from graduate institution(s) to CAS. 
• Completed application form for the University of Michigan's JD program. For advice about how to 
answer particular questions on our application, you may find it useful to check out the PDF application 
on our website: www. law.umich.edu/prospectivestudents/Admissions/documents/jdapp.pdf. 
• Application fee or waiver 
• $75 by check or money order, made payable to the University of Michigan and drawn on a 
U . S .  bank, or by credit card if applying on line through LSAC or CollegeNet. 
• One to three letters of recommendation 
• Send directly to Michigan Law by the recommender or by a college placement 
office, or through the LSAC Letter of Recommendation Service. 
• Each letter must be accompanied by a signed declaration of the applicant's intent regarding 
access to the letter. 
• Any targeted letter sent through the LSAC Letter of Recommendation Service should be 
designated for the fall term, regardless of whether an applicant requests consideration for the 
summer term. 
• Personal statement and any optional essays 
• Certification that application is true and accurate. You may sign the certification on the application 
or, if you submit electronical ly, use the electronic certification option. ( I f  you prefer, you may instead, 
sign a hard copy of the Certification Letter and mail it directly to the Law School, even if you 
otherwise apply electronically through LSAC . )  
The following timeline will help you track your application's progress: 
� ;:-r.- -• lliir.:r=11 'ho 11:.J1.-:•••'S• 
l!t . ..... .  
Application submitted E mail acknowledgment Within 5 business days 
Application begins being Email  sent from Admissions Within 5-7 business days of 
processed in Admissions Office Office with status-check log-in acknowledgment email 
Application complete and under Online status checker with Within 4 weeks of status-
review change to " complete" check email, O R  Admissions 
Office receipt of all materials 
( incl uding LSAC report) ,  
whichever comes last 
Decision Letter sent from Admissions Typically within I 0 weeks of 
Office file's completion 
Please be sure to check out our Online Status Check System to keep track of the progress of your application: 
www.law.umich.edu/admappstatus 


